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emigrants." The author shows that this class is encouraged through the 
medium of advertising to try new fields, whereas the mass that finds the com- 
petition in the cities too keen leave in the hope of alleviating their troubles. 
The book closes with arguments in favor of colonial expansion as a means of 
strengthening imperial safety and power. An appendix of statistical tables 
and a bibliography complete this well-worth-while treatise. 

Eugene Van Cleep. 

The United States and Mexico, 1821-1845. By G. L. Eives. Vol. I. 

ix and 720 pp. Maps. Vol. II. vii and 726 pp. Maps, index. Charles 

Scribner's Sons, New York, 1913. $8.00. 9x6%. 
A mass of facts woven into the concluding history of the territorial expan- 
sion of the United States. The period of less than three decades marks the 
beginnings of our international relations with our nearest Latin-American 
neighbor. The factor of distance, at a time when telegraphic communication 
was wanting, is shown greatly to have affected intercourse with Mexico and 
points on the California coast. The author is free from partisanship and 
writes with appreciation of the actors and sympathetic understanding of Latin- 
American ideals. Leon Dominian. 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND WEST INDIES 

Encyclopaedic van Nederlandsch West-Indie. Onder redactie van H. D. 

Benjamins en J. F. Snelleman. Afl. 1-3, pp. 1-192. M. Nijhoff, The 

Hague, 1914. 10% x 7%. 
The work will include 12-15 fascicles of 64 pages each, of which three have 
already appeared. It is to present the results of the latest research directed 
upon all the activities of the Dutch West Indies. History, geography and 
agronomics are recorded with an excellent apportionment of relative values. 
These three fascicles complete the letters A and B and carry us through eight 
pages of the article "Cacao." In the article "Aardkunde" are twelve pages 
given to the geology of Surinam and an equal number to the Dutch Antilles — 
very complete in presentation and with such abundant citation of the bibli- 
ography as to make the article invaluable to the student of their geography. 
The ethnologist will find himself well satisfied with sixteen pages on Beneden- 
landsche Indianen, seven on Bovenlandsche Indianen and thirteen on Bosch- 
negers. Progressing to more intimate detail we note an article on Aard-Eten, 
which is by far the best brief presentation of geophagy (the practice of eating 
earth) which we now recall; another excellent study is "Afgoderijdans, " a 
careful presentation of the dance of the negroes in the islands and a collation 
of the African material in order to establish the source and the religious ele- 
ment of this dance. The extent of the geographical information is well illus- 
trated by the article on the small island of Aruba. Two and a half pages are 
devoted to the geology of the island and three pages to the history and 
economics of the place, against a dozen lines in our newest American encyc- 
lopedia. The completion of this fine work will be awaited with interest, for the 
present fascicles give good promise of richness. William Churchill. 

Colbert's West India Policy. By Stewart L. Mims. 385 pp. Index. 
Yale University Press, New Haven, 1912. $2. 8%x6. 
The events narrated in this volume are of the utmost importance as under- 
lying the growth of French rule in the Caribbean until the eventual success of 
the British, in the Napoleonic contest, destroyed that empire. This was not 
without far-reaching effect upon the United States as a commercial power in 
American waters. Therefore we cannot have too much information which may 
make the situation of the West Indies clear to our comprehension. Professor 
Mims has been indefatigable in turning up fresh documents bearing upon the 
formation of the French company of the West Indies. His research in the 
wholly uncatalogued treasures of the Archives Nationales has added a wealth of 
altogether unpublished data, even though it was not his fortune to chance upon 
so brilliant a discovery as the recovery by Cultru of the manuscript of the 



